
V. TD Ca-ISSIOR SHOULD PROVIDE ASSISTANCB TO HEALTH CARE
PROVIDERS WITHOUT HARMING COMPETITION.

Section 254(h) (1) (A) requires telecommunications carriers to

provide rural health care providers telecommunications services

which are "necessary" for the provision of health care services

in a state, including instructions relating to such services, at

rates that are "reasonably comparable" to those charged for

similar services in urban areas of the same state. 36

As with services provided to schools and libraries, the

Commission must exercise its discretion to ensure that the

requirements for health care providers do not result in the

creation of entry barriers. Specifically, TCl urges the

Commission to narrowly construe the term "necessary" so that

carriers are obligated to provide the least number of services

that a reasonable interpretation of that term will support. The

subsidy should also be set at the minimum level necessary to

ensure affordability. To the extent that a new entrant's in-kind

contributions to universal service as result of providing service

to health care providers exceed their required fund

contributions, the Commission must ensure some form of equitable

compensation. 37

36 47 U.S.C. § 254(h) (1) (A).

37 This is necessary because, unlike the prov1s10n relating to
schools and libraries, there is no explicit mechanism in
Section 254(h) (1) (A) for monetary reimbursement for
discounted services provided to health care facilities.
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TCl supports strongly the availability of advanced

telecommunications to rural health care providers. But to the

extent possible, such a program should give carriers the option

of providing the subsidized services; it should rely on the

market rather than regulatory mandates as the most efficient

means to achieve the end objective.

VI. CONCLUSION

The Joint Board should recommend and the Commission should

adopt universal service rules consistent with the principles

described in these Comments.

Respectfully submitted,

7L~L.V~~
Philip L. Verveer
Sue D. Blumenfeld
Thomas Jones
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Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 328-8000

ATTORBBYS POR TBLB­
COKKONICATIONS, INC.

-25-

0003522.01



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Catherine M. DeAngelis, do hereby certify that on this
12th day of April, 1996, copies of the foregoing "Comments of Tele­
Communications, Inc." were delivered by first class mail, postage
prepaid, or hand delivered to the following parties:

lAID DBLIVlBBJ):

Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Deborah Dupont
Federal Staff Chair
Federal Communications Commision
2000 L Street, N.W.
Suite 257
Washington, D.C. 20036

William Howden
Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, N.W.
Suite 812
Washington, D.C. 20036

Clara Kuehn
Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, N.W.
Suite 257
Washington, D.C. 20036

Rafi Mohammed
Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, N.W.
Suite 812
Washington, D.C. 20036

Andrew Mulitz
Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, N.W.
Suite 257
Washington, D.C. 20036

Mark Nadel
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 542
Washington, D.C. 20554

Gary Oddi
Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, N.W.
Suite 257
Washington, D.C. 20036

Jeanine Poltronieri
Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, N.W.
Suite 257
Washington, D.C. 20036

Jonathan Reel
Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, N.W.
Suite 257
Washington, D.C. 20036

Gary Seigel
Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, N.W.
Suite 812
Washington, D.C. 20036

Pamela Szymczak
Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, N.W.
Suite 257
Washington, D.C. 20036

Whiting Thayer
Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, N.W.
Suite 812
Washington, D.C. 20036



Alex Belinfante
Federal Communications Commission
2033 M Street, N.W.
Room 500
Washington, D.C. 20554

Larry Povich
Federal Communications Commission
2033 M Street, NW
Room 500
Washington, D.C. 20554

FIRST CLASS MAIL:

The Honorable Julia Johnson
Commissioner
Florida Public Service Commission
Capital Circle Office Center
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd.
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850

The Honorable Kenneth McClure
Vice Chairman
Missouri Public Service
Commission
301 W. High Street, Suite 530
Jefferson City, MO 65102

The Honorable Sharon L. Nelson
Chairman
Washington Utilities and

Transportation Commission
P.O. Box 47250
Olympia, WA 98504-7250

The Honorable Laska Schoenfelder
Commissioner

South Dakota Public Utilities
Commission

500 E. Capital Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501

Martha S. Hogerty
Public Counsel for the

State of Missouri
P.O. Box 7800
Harry S. Truman Bldg., Rm 250
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Paul E. Pederson
State Staff Chair
Missouri Public Service

Commmission
P.O. Box 360
Truman State Office Building
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Eileen Benner
Idaho Public Utilities Commission
P.O. Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0074

Charles Bolle
South Dakota Public Utilities

Commission
State Capital
500 E. Capital Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501-5070

Lorraine Kenyon
Alaska Public Utilities

Commission
1016 West Sixth Avenue
Suite 400
Anchorage, AK 99501

Debra M. Kriete
Pennsylvania Public Utilities

Commission
P.O. Box 3265
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265

Mark Long
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd.
Gerald Gunter Building
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850



Samuel Loudenslager
Arkansas Public Service

Commission
P.o. Box 400
Little Rock, AR 72203-0400

Sandra Makeeff
Iowa Utilities Board
Lucas State Office Building
Des Moines, IA 50319

Philip F. McClelland
Pennsylvania Office of

Consumer Advocate
1425 Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Michael A. McRae
D.C. Office of the

Pe0ple's Counsel
1133 15th Street, N.W.
Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20005

Terry Monroe
New York Public Service

Commission
Three Empire Plaza
Albany, NY 12223

Teresa Pitts
Washington Utilities and

Transportation Commission
P.o. Box 47250
Olympia, WA 98504-7250

James Bradford Ramsay
National Association of

Regulatory Utility
Commissioners

1201 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20423

Brian Roberts
California Public Utilities

Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102-3298

Deborah S. Waldbaum
Colorado Office of

Consumer Counsel
1580 Logan Street
Suite 610
Denver, Colorado 80203

~~.a~
Catherine M. DeAn~


